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Til fylkesordferar, fylkesradmann og Fylkesutvalet

Vestlandsforsking har saman med totalt 22 samfunnsvitskaplege forskingsinstitutt i Norge blitt evaluert av
eit nordisk ekspertutval pa oppdrag fra Forskingsrédet. Evalueringsrapporten er nyleg lagt fram og er
vedlagt her. Den instituttspesifikke delen om Vestlandsforsking finn de pé side 124-126.

Evalueringa skal blant anna gi svar pa spersmal som:
1. Kor relevante er institutta si forsking for deira private og offentlege oppdragsgjevarar?

2. Leverer institutta forsking av tilstrekkeleg hag kvalitet for & delta i konkurransen om nasjonale og
internasjonale forskingsmidlar?

3. Erdet behov for strukturendringar i den samfunnsvitskaplege delen av instituttsektoren?

Vi nyttar anledninga til & takke fylkeskommunen for godt samarbeid gjennom fleire &r. Det gode
samarbeidet mellom offentlege etatar, naeringsliv og FoU-milje i Sogn og Fjordane vert trekt fram som
positivt for Vestlandsforsking i rapporten.

Det vil vere nyttig for oss & orientere om rapporten og vidare arbeid med anbefalingar gitt av
evalueringsutvalet. Eg stiller gjerne opp pa ein politikardag eller ved anna heve.

Fra rapporten:
Relevance of the institute to its intended users

Western Norway Research Institute is a regionally anchored one with close ties to Hogskulen i Sogn & Fjordane and strong links
to the regional economy. It is an institute of great regional importance, closely aware of and tied to the needs of its users. We note
the high level of repeat purchasing, client satisfaction and relevance to user needs is also an indication of the quality and
relevance of the Institute. There is less focus on the national



level although there are clearly areas of research that have a national relevance. It has a history of service to the business
community and public sector in its region, helping to develop a knowledge-based infrastructure through working with clusters,
networks and the regional college. Its apparent success in organising the travel and tourism sector is especially noteworthy — it
has historically been extremely hard to generate cooperation within this area. Part of its public and private sector influence has
been in the area of climate as well as IT and broader business support.

Recommendations

Western Norway Research Institute is an excellent example of a regionally anchored institute that plays an important part in the
development of its region’s economy and higher education system. Its performance is good in terms both of quality and
relevance. It has a differentiated role in the Norwegian institute system.

Its track record and continued ability to attract funding from EU framework programmes contributes to the special profile of the
institute. Somehow this organisation with a particular location and specialisations has managed to find both regional niches and

role in the European R&D space. It should

continue on the basis of its existing strategy.
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